Governor of Drapchi Prison

Jianyuzhuang

Xizang Zizhiqu Di Yi Jianyu

Lasashi 850003

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Dear Governor,

Re: Tibetan prisoner, Jigme Gyatso

I am writing to express my grave concern, firstly at the continues imprisonment and treatment of Jigme Gyatso, and secondly at the conditions prevailing in Drapchi prison.

Jigme Gyatso was initially sentenced to 15 years imprisonment, which I believe, has subsequently been extended to 17 years. He is enduring this long sentence for taking part in political activities which were merely exerting his rights to freedom of speech and communication – rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Furthermore, while in Drapchi, he has been subjected to severe torture: electric shocks over his entire body, repeated beatings and no food or water for five days.

I ask you to consider the unfair sentence and cruel prison treatment of Jigme Gyatso, and therefore to authorise his immediate release.

With respect to treatment of prisoners in Drapchi Prison, I would like to point out that China has signed and ratified the UN Convention Against Torture. I ask you, therefore, to instigate an independent investigation into the reports that prisoners have been tortured in Drapchi, with the assurance that the report will be made public. Furthermore, I urge you to do all that you can to ensure that the torture and maltreatment of all prisoners arrested for ‘counter-revolutionary’ offences in Tibet will cease, and that there should be unconditional access for the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture to all prisons run by the Chinese authorities.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter,

Yours Sincerely,

