Director of the Sichuan Provincial Department of Justice

Zeng Xianzhang Tingzhang

Sifating

24 Shangxianglu

Chengdushi 610015

Sichuansheng

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Dear Director,

Re: Prisoner Lobsang Tenphen

I am writing to you to express my concern for the welfare of the above prisoner, also known as: Tabo Tapher, who was arrested on February 12th 2003, probably on a charge relating to the case of Tenzin Deleg Rinpoche.

The whereabouts of Lobsang Tenphen are unknown, but it is possible that he may be held in Yakra-pukh Prison in Dartsedo County from where other prisoners related to his case have been  released. He is the husband of the niece of Tenzin Deleg Rinpoche and it is speculated that his imprisonment may be related to his association with the campaign to secure a reprieve from the death penalty imposed on the Rinpoche. His family have been denied access to him or any information as to his whereabouts and welfare, despite approaches and appeals to the County, Prefecture and National security departments

I respectfully ask that you take steps to clarify the current whereabouts of the above prisoner and to guarantee his health and safety, whilst imprisoned. In addition, while he is in detention, please would you ensure that he be granted access to his family, lawyer and any necessary medical treatment he may require. I also urge that, unless he has been charged with or convicted of, an offence warranting imprisonment, Lobsang Tenphen be released at the earliest opportunity.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter,

Yours Sincerely,

