                                                                                                                                       Your Address

Jianyuzhuang,

Governor of Drapchi Prison,

Xizang Zizhiqu Di Yi Jianyu,

Lhasashi 850003

Xizang Zizhiqu,

People’s Republic of China

DATE

Dear Governor,

It is reported that  Phunsok Wangdu, who is being detained in Drachi Prison, has been so badly tortured that he has tried to end his suffering by committing suicide.

It is understood that he was convicted in 1998 at the People’s Intermediate Court in Lhasa on charges of belonging to an espionage organisation but the conviction appears to have been based on a confession extracted under torture while in a police station west of Lhasa in May 1997. A separate letter has been written  to the Minister of Justice in Beijing about this. The Minister has also been requested to grant a far re-trail for Phuntsok Wangdu  or released straight away. 

Torture of prisoners is contrary to the United Nations Charter and any maltreatment of Phuntsok Wangdu should cease. Please  allow him medical attention. The Minister has also been asked to allow the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture access to Drapchi Prison.

Yours faithfully,

Roger Eames

