Your address including UK

Zhang Fusen Buzhang,

Minister of Justice,

Sifabu,

10, Chaoyangmen Nandajie,

Chaoyang Qu,

Beijingshi 100020,

People’s Republic of China

DATE

Dear Minister,

There have reports that Phuntsok Wangdu who is currently in Drapchi Prison in Tibet has been subject to such extreme forms of torture that he has tried to commit suicide. 

Phuntsok Wangdu was convicted in June 1998 in the People’s Intermediate Court in Lhasa with belonging to an espionage organisation. His trial was based on a confession that, reports say, was extracted under torture during six weeks of interrogation in a police station west of Lhasa in May 1997. No evidence has been produced that he has been engaged in espionage activities and the so-called spy organisation to which he is said to have belonged has not been identified, if indeed it even exists.

It is requested as a matter of urgency that you ensure that no further maltreatment be meted out to Phuntsok Wangal and that he be given medical attention. Could you also arrange either for his retrial under fair conditions with legal representation of his own choosing or his immediate release. Would you please also allow the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture to prisons under your jurisdiction and in Drapchi in particular and undertake an independent investigation into the treatment of prisoners in Drapchi. 

Yours faithfully,

