Dear (name of MP)

I am deeply concerned about the situation in Tibet, and the on-going human rights abuses which are taking place there on an unprecedented scale.

Next Tuesday, 10 March, is the 50th anniversary of the Uprising in Tibet when His Holiness the Dalai Lama fled to India. It is also one year ago that the largest protests since then took place around Tibet: at least 140 unarmed Tibetan protestors were killed and over 6,000 detained in the ensuing military crackdown. Since then China has flooded Tibet with troops and has banned tourists and journalists from the region; the whereabouts of 1000 Tibetans still remain unknown. 

In the face of the worst human rights situation in decades, the UK Government has weakened its policy of holding China accountable for human rights abuses in Tibet.

I urge you to act for Tibet and press the UK Government to:

· establish a Tibet Desk at the British Embassy in Beijing, China

· appoint a UK Special Representative for Tibet

· sponsor a call for a thorough and independent enquiry into the reported excessive use of force, including against peaceful demonstrators, in Tibet during spring 2008

· press the Foreign Affairs Select Committee into holding an enquiry into the effectiveness of the UK’s China policy in addressing human rights in China and Tibet.

Yours sincerely,

